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(C)  On  February  23,  Poloff  spoke  with  Pierre  Cochard,  the 
MFA's  DAS-equivalent  for  Russia  and  the  former  Soviet  space, 
to  determine  whether  the  GOF  had  received  a Russian  demarche 
in  support  of  bilateral  consultations  on  Transnistria 
(ref tel).  Cochard  said  he  was  aware  of  the  Russian  demarche 
in  Washington  from  the  French  Embassy,  and  confirmed  that  no 
one  in  the  French  government,  including  the  MFA  and 
intelligence  services,  had  received  anything  along  those 
lines  from  the  Russian  Government.  In  the  event  that  the 
Russians  did  demarche  the  French  on  bilateral  consultations, 

Cochard  speculated  that  the  GOF  wouldn't  refuse,  given  the 
current  lack  of  dialogue  on  Transnistria.  Nevertheless, 

Cochard  said  the  GOF ' s clear,  long-term  preference  was  for 
consultations  on  Transnistria  to  be  multilateral. 

Wolff 


